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HY50CT02: SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF MODERN REVOLUTIONS 

The course intends to explain the multifarious dimensions of revolutions in the making of
the modern world. The attempt is not to comprehend revolutions simply as linear explanations in
terms of cause and effect but to view them as processes affecting the world in a comprehensive
manner.  This  will  partake  the  multiple  strands  and  dimensions  and  their  mutual  relationships
associated with revolutions.

 Module I -Understanding Revolutions
 Meaning, definitions and relevance - Renaissance and Reformation as a prelude to scientific
revolution - Intellectual revolution - Mercantilism Commercial Revolution.

Module II 
Industrial Revolution and Process of Capitalist Development; Communication Revolution

Industrial  and  agricultural  revolutions  -  Process  of  capitalist  development  in  industry  and
agriculture - Evolution and differentiation of social classes – Effects of the industrial revolution. -
Computer and Communication Revolution Impact of Technology - Revolution in Mass Media –
printing, visual and electronic revolutions

Module III -French Revolution and its European Repercussions
 Crisis of ancient regime – Political developments - Intellectual currents – Social Classes and
emerging gender relations –  Legacy of the revolution.

Module IV -Russian Revolution and Experiments in Socialism 
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 – Civil War and War Communism 1918-1921 - Programme of

Socialist construction – The New Economic Policy
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